
Chang, D. Eat a Peach 

The owner and founder of New 

York City’s Momofuku and star 

of Netflix’s Ugly Delicious lays it 

all on the table in his debut 

memoir. If you love food 

memoirs, definitely check this one out! 

Chang, G. Ghosts of 

Gold Mountain 

The story of the American 

railroad system is the story of 

the Chinese immigrants that 

built it. This history, the first of 

its kind, tells this largely ignored piece of 

American history. 

Chung, N. All You Can 

Ever Know 

A Korean adoptee who grew up 

with a white family in Oregon 

discusses her journey to find her 

identity as an Asian American 

woman and a writer after becoming curious 

about her true origins. A real-world 

contemporary read-alike if you liked Before We 

Were Yours. 

Dev, S.  Pride, 

Prejudice and Other Flavors 

Looking for something lighter? 

Check out this retelling of Pride 

and Prejudice set in modern-day 

San Francisco, following the city’s top 

neurosurgeon and her Mr. Darcy, an up-and-

coming chef. 

Hemmings, K. How to Party 

with an Infant 

A hilarious and charming story 

about a quirky single mom in 

San Francisco who tiptoes 

through the minefields of the 

Mommy Wars and manages to find friendship 

with a great mom group, love, and a boost of 

confidence by entering a cookbook-writing 

contest, by a Pacific Islander author. 

Kwok, J. Mambo in 

Chinatown 

Charlie Wong grew up in New 

York’s Chinatown as the 

daughter of a noodlemaker and 

a former Beijing ballet dancer. 

While her family duties in Chinatown become 

heavier, she finds her escape in the world of 

ballroom dancing, and begins to find herself 

torn in two directions. 

Kwon, R. The 

Incendiaries 

Love thrills and intrigue? Read 

this story of a young Korean-

American woman who get drawn 

into a North Korean cult 

suspected of domestic terrorism and then 

disappears without a trace. 

Lee, E.  The Making of 

Asian America 

This epic history tells the 

often-ignored history of 

Asian America, from sailors 

who came on the first ships to 

cross the Pacific in the 1500s to indentured 

servants who worked alongside African 

slaves in the Caribbean to generations of 

Asian immigrants who came to American to 

work from the 19th century onward. This 

book details not only the hardship many 

Asian immigrants and Asian Americans 

faced, from racism and exclusion laws to 

the Japanese American internment, as well 

as the important contributions of Asian 

Americans to our country’s history. 

Ng, C.   Everything I 

Never Told You 

A story of the divisions between 

cultures and the rifts within a 

family explores the fallout of the 

drowning death of Lydia Lee, the 

favorite daughter of a Chinese-American family 

in 1970s Ohio. The first book by the hugely 

popular author of Little Fires Everywhere 

Pearson, B.  The Eagles of 

Heart Mountain 

This story of a football team 

representing the Heart 

Mountain High School in a 



WWII-era internment camp for Japanese-

Americans, which finished their season both 

undefeated and unscored against, highlights a 

little-known slice of life in the internment 

camps. Later, as young men in the camps began 

to be drafted, the team splits over whether to 

fight in the war – or fight their government, 

resulting in the largest mass trial in Wyoming’s 

history. 

Reeves, R. Infamy: The 

Shocking Story of the 

Japanese American 

Internment in World War II 

An authoritative account of 

Japanese internment activities 

during World War II draws on survivor 

testimonies and personal correspondences to 

illuminate the injustices suffered by detainees 

and the stories of those who tried to advocate 

on their behalf. 

Sakamoto, P. Midnight in 
Broad Daylight 

This story of one Japanese-

American family during WWII 

highlights the conflicts faced by 

the war. Three brothers found 

themselves on opposite sides of history’s 

greatest conflict when two of the brothers 

returned to their mother’s hometown of 

Hiroshima in the 1930s, while the third served 

as a US Army interpreter for the length of the 

war. 

See, L.   On Gold Mountain 

If you’ve enjoyed Lisa See’s 

wonderful novels of life in China 

and of Chinese immigrants in 

America, take the chance to 

learn her own story. See 

unravels the history of her own family, since 

their arrival as immigrants in the United States 

to the present. 

Tsukiyama, Gail.  The Color of Air 

Set at the foot of Mauna Loa, 
this historical novel follows a 
Japanese-American family that 
owns a sugar plantation as one 
member, a successful, doctor, 

returns home just in time for a dangerous 
volcanic eruption that threatens everything 
they’ve worked for… 

Vuong, O. On Earth 
We’re Briefly Gorgeous 

A letter from a son to a mother 

who cannot read reveals the 

impact of the Vietnam War on 

their family history and provides 

a view into parts of the son's life that his 

mother has never known. 
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